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"~ ADVERTISING

I5 TO

BUSINESS

—WHAT STEAM IS TO——

Machinery,

—

TuAT GREA1 PROPELLING POwWER.

e
Write up a nice advertisement about
<our business and insert 1t in
The Commonwealth.
and voull “see a change in business all

qriotiad.

PROFESSION.

A

I]R. Ww.0. McDOWELL,

—_—

Ottice North corner New Hotel, Main
Street,
ScorrAxp NEck, N. C.

g Always at his office when not
prnfe_-'-e-ionnlly engag’ed elsewhere.

I]r. A. C. LIVERMON,

Fan, DRNTINY.

orrice-Over J. S. Bowers & Co’s store.
Oifice hours from 9 to 1 o’clock; 2 to
1 o'eloek, p- m.

SCOTLAND NECK, N.C.

n.\\'ID BELL,

Attorney at Law.
ENFIELD, N. C.
Practices in all the Courts o{_Hali-
fax and adjoining counties and in the
supreme and Federal Courts. Claims
collected in all parts of the State.

w A. DUNN,
]

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW.

Scotraxp NECK, N. C.

Practices wherever his services are
required.

]]11. W.J. WARD,

Surgeon Dentist,

Ex~rFIELD, N. C.

Office over Harrison’s Drue Store.

ED“'.-\RD L. TRAVIS,

Attorney and Connselor at Law,
HALIFAX, N.C.
& Money Loaned on Farm Lands.

HOW’ABD ALSTON,

Attorney-at-Law,

HALIFAX,N.C

“JEWELRY

AND

SILVERWARE
WATCHES ANDCLOCKS

PUT 1N PERFECT REPAIR.
We have engaged the seryices of

Mz. J. D. PERRY,

from the Chicago Watch Ma-
kers’ Institute, where he
took a thorough
course, and 18

prepared
to do

ALL KINDS OF REPAIRING
And Engraving.

His office is at our show window in
front.  All work is guaranteed.

F9GIVE HIM A CALL

E. T. WEITEHEAD & CO.,
Scotland Neck, N. C.
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SCOTLAND NECK STEAM DYE WORKS
MorrsiyGg (00DS A BDPECIALTY
Crect pri('e ]iﬂt. .&ddl'eﬁs

ScoTLAND NECE STEAM DYEING CoO.
1-24-1y Scotland Neck N. C

BRICK !

HAVING INCREASED MY FACIL-

ITIES I AM NOW PREPARED
TO FURNISH DOUBLE
QUANTITY OF
BRICK.
g Also will take contract to
9 furnish 1ots irom 50,000

g or more anywhere within
& 50 miles of Scotland Neck

Can uiways turnish what_ gl

you want. Correspond-_g@
ence and orders solicited. g0
D. A. MADDRY,

MENTION THIS PAPER.

FMC EVANS,

GENERAL CARPENTER.

A speclalty of Bracket and Scroll
work of all kinds. Work done cheap
and every plece
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THE COMMONWEALTH,

E. E. HILLIARD, Editor and Proprietor.

“EXCELSIOR” I8 OUR MOTTO.

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE 8$1.00.

VOL. XII. New Series---Vol. 1,
THE EDITOR'S LEISURE HOURS.

Points and Paragraphs of Things
Present, Past and Future.

Li Hung Chang, the Chinese states-
man now making a tour around the
world, will spend some time in this
country. He is said to be one of the
most intelligent and interesting men
hiving.

The latest outdoor exercise for ladies
which is about to rival the popularity
of the bicycle, is golf. It 1s a field
game, very conducive to health and
affords lots of amusement both for the
players and the spectators. It is pe-
culiarly beneficial as it tends to inyig-
orate and toughen the system by rea-
son of the strong exercise there 1s in it.

As an example ot how young Ameri-
cans spread the wealth ot their fathers’
life-time earnings, a young man from
Texas, named Taylor, came to Rich-
mond to the reunion and has spent
$5,000 in wild living in two months.
He wooed and won a Richmond lady,
but was drunk at the hour for the wed-
ding and soon found himself in the
care of the city. His father did not
want him to marry and his plans
were thus broken up.

“Judicious and extensive advertising
is generally acknowledged as a great
stimulus to trade; butit seems to
have given some men great prominence
politically as well as industnally.
Smith, the cough drop man, is the
Prohibition candidate for Governor of
New York this year, and there is talk
of nominating Douglass, the shoe man,
as the Sound Money Democratic can-
didate for Governor in Massachusetts.”

“They say” that games of an in-
nocent nature are very restful. That
is doubtless true, but It is not uniyers-
ally true. There are people who are
all industry and energy to such a de-
gree that games of any sort are sbso-
lately irksome. Not that some games
are not lively enough, but because
some persons never find time to waste,
as they call it, on games. And let us
not blame thenr. They have a right
to their mode of life as long as it 1s
correct.

We were very much struck by the
remark of a clergyman recently when
he said of a man who was very rich, “I
have no respect tor his memory.” The
rich man had died; but all through
his life he had hugged his wealth to
his bosom with such tenacity that one
could scarcely get a dollar from him
for any charity. The clergyman said
that the rich man loved his money so
well that all the time he feared “he was
going to die in the poor-house.”

It is truly a pitiable thing for a man
to have much of this world’s goods and
love 1t too well.

In the quiet country towns and ru-
ral districts where THE COMMONWEALTH
mostly circulates, one hears not so much
of money questions which agitate the
throbbing and hustling city population
to a point of fever heat sometimes.
For instance, in one of the great cities
recently a minister took occasion to ad-
vocate the gold standard of money from
the pulpit. This brought forth a com-
mendation by a newspaper, which call-
el it “courage” in the minister to
speak thus fearlessly from his pulpit.
The truth is,it was very ugly and
naughty in a christian minister to
speak thus from tne pulpit, and it
would have been just as ugly and
naughty if he had advocated silver
from his pulpit. Ministers have a
right and ought to preach against sin
and corruption wherver they find them,
especially such evils as admit of no
question as to whether or not they
really are evils ; but on such a thing as
the money question they haye no right
to speak from the pulpit. There 1s too
much difference of opinion by persons
whose piety and consecration to the
service of God cannot be doubted. Let
not ministers of the goepel seek to
shirk their responsibilities as citizens
because of their position amongst men ;

put let them not mix such questions
as finance, per se, with the great truths

| of the gospel which they profess to be
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ON THE VERGE.

EDWARD A. VALENTINE.

Standing where the sunset embers,
Crumbling, fall down the skies,
Autumn muses and remembers,

Bending stern regretful eyes.

The imperious purple burning
From her cheek hath burned away,
And her bosom feels but yearning

For the golden yesterday.
Though her kingdom fall asunder
Through sedition winds and trost
And the drums of winter thunaer,
And she sees that all is lost.

Yet her royal pride ensureth
That none whisper word of scorn :
Haggard, battled, she endureth,
With a spirit upward horne.

Eyes that love her grieve serenely
At the pathos ot 1t all,
In her bounty iree but queenly,
Now unbending in her fall.
— Youths’ Companion.

The art of Long Living.

New York Sun.

Sir Benjamin Richardson, the dis-
tinguished English physician and med-
ical writer, says that seven out of every
ten sound and reasonable people ought
to live to be 110 years old, and would
do so if they “took care of them-
selvea.”

The fact that there have been cen-
tenarians in every country is proof
that the human machine is capable of
lasting as leng as Sir Benjamin says
itought to last. If the few can live so
long, why should not the many be able
to reach an equal fulness ot years?

Very careful examinations have been
made to discoyer the secret of the now
exceptional longevity, the methods . of
life, the regimen, and the peculiar
physical constitution of the centena-
rians. But the difference between
them and the run of their neighbors
in these respects does not seem to have
been marked. At any rate, no facts
have been obtained from which can be
deduced anything approaching a law
that can be laid down for the attaining
of such longevity. Some of the cen-
tenarians are remarkable for their ab-
stemicusness and the scrupulous care
they take of their health, but the run
of them have been found to live like
the rest of people who do not wanton-
ly throw away their stock of vitality.
They bave got so old without special
and deliberate efforta to reach the dis-
tinction. Of course, they must have
constitutions capable of great endur-
ance, but in that particular they are
not peculiar. Many of their contem-
poraries who died at much less age
would have been passed by a life in-
surance examiner as having an equally
long expectation of life. The physi-
cal machine of the dead was as good
as that of the living, according to sci-
entific tests applicable by a physician.
The physical machine which lasts
through a hundred years and more of
tife, is no better in its construction
than that which wears out at 70 or 80.
Why, then, has not Dr. Richardson
reason for saying that the existence of
cetenarians, few though they may be
proportionately, 18 sufficient evidence
that equally long life is not only possi-
ble for all who have scund constitu-
tions, but ought also to be the rule
among them? It is proved indisput-
ably that the machine can last very
much longer than the run of men keep
1t going ; that of itself it is good for the
110 years to which Dr. Richardsonsays
the majority of people of good consti-
tutions should live. "

i

The Law as to Cruelty to Animals.

Biblical Reco:der.

The following is a list of offenses un-
der the present law for prevention of
cruelty to animals: “A half-staryed
horse under a burden ; an over-loaded
horse, mule or ox; the turning out of
a disabled domestic animal to die of
starvation ; the overdriving of a horse,
mule or ox ; the cruel beating, kicking,
jerking of a horse, mule or ox; failure
to feed, water or house domestic ani-
mals in winter ; the carrying of fowls
with their heads down (must be carried
in the arms or in baskets) ; the killing
of birds of song or plumage, except
such as may be of use as food ; the rob-
bing of birds’ nest’s; mocking birds’
young may be taken, but must be kept
in clean, roomy cages ; the maiming or
crippling of any bird or beast in
sport. These offenses are punishable
by fine and imprisonment.”

The reader well knows how frequent-
ly this law is violated—this law and
the higher law of God. Cruelty isa
daily epectacle on our streets. We
ought to put a stop to it ; we have the
law to aid us in doing it. If several
examples were made of those who come
within reach of the law, there would
be wonderful improvement in the gen-
eral treatment of God’s speechless and
defenseless creatures.
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LETTER FROM SIAM.
DESCRIPTION OF THE COUNTRY.
- K3 Seen by a Sootland Neck Boy.

Not long ago I visited the city of
Bangkok. This city is in Siam and is
situated wholly in the northern tropic
zone. Siam is about as large as the
State of Texas comprising some two,
hundred and ninety thousand square
| miles. The climate of Siam is far
from being a constant one and depends
largely upon the decline.of the sun.
The country is very rugged and
mountainous, but i3 well watered by
several large rivers, the most impor-
tant of which are the Menam and the
Mekong ; and along the banks and val-
leys of these rivers and their small
tributaries is located the majority of
its population.-

Along the lower part of ita course
the Menam winds through a plane
tormed of a rich deposit, thickly over-
growa with mangrove and palmetto,
while further from its mouth are beau-
tiful rice and cocoanut farms, extending
on both sides as far as the eye can reach.

There are a great many large canals

cut from the rivers through the coun-
try for means of transportation to dif-
ferent parts of the Kingdom. The
trees are decked with lovely flowers of
all kinds. There are large vrees matted
with vines whose blossoms resemble a
lilac ; the birds fly to and fro across the
puffing streams. The king has a
beautiful yacht and it flies a blood red
flag of Siam, upon which is depicted
the “White Elephant,”” the index of
all government institutions. -
People 1n Siam do not chew tobacco
but they chew some stuff they call
betel and it turns their teeth as black
as ink. The Menam river is subject to
an overflow once or twice a year, when
1t overflows it brings down a thick silt
or mud, which is left on the land every
year forminga layersome three inches
in thickness of fine fertile soil. When
this occurs there 18 always a good crop
of rice made the following year. The
natives use rice for a diet at a wedding
and they almost worship Tice in some
places. The houses are built of a light
frame of poles, sides of straw and csne
matting and are covered with very
asteep thatched roofs. The windows
and doors are of matting tied with a
matting string for a hinge. Those
houses that are built on piles have a
rough ladder or a pair of rude steps
leading up to the door-way from the
water’s edge. About eight miles from
Bangkok there is a large warehouse
situated back from the river brink and
is built on the European plan and you
will see painted on its large white walls
in large Roman letters the words, ‘“Ker-
osene Depot,” and by seeing tbese
words it recalls the memory of the
land of the living, the “United States
of America.”

The former capital of Siam was
Aguthia and is situated on the Menam
river eight miles from the mouth.
During a war they were forced to de-
sert this place. That wss about one
hundred years ago. Then they built
the city of Bangkok which is now the
capital of Siam. The population of
Bangkok is estimated from three hun-
dred thousand to four hundred thou-
gand. One half of these people live
upon the water in their floating houses
and canoes. In this city you can see
articles ot all nations and of every kind
from all parts ot the world; native
leopard skins, Japanese matches, Eng-
lish tin ware, American agriculiural
implements and mineral oil. About
one third of the people in this city are
Chinese. There are some beautiful
temples in and around thecity. Their
religion is Buddhism. The king has
one hundred concubines and two wives
and they are the daughters of the
Siamese nobles, They all live inside
the palace walls. The king has a
number of children and they all ap-
pear to have the same social standing,
only those who are in a line of pro-
motion to the “throne” are loved more
by their parents. They are ail called
princes and princesses. They all ride
the white elephant in & royal proces-
gion. The crown prince is a fine man-
ly looking boy about 15 years of age.
The palace grounds are very large and
are separated from the city by a wall
fifteen feet high and eight miles in
circumference. Abont 3,000 people,
as pervants, guard and live 1ngide this
wall. The king has 18 largeelephants
and they areregarded as adeity. They
worship all white animals. They
think that they were at some past time
some superior human being. When
a white elephant is caught he 18
brought down the river on a large raft
of bull-rushes and polis and 1t is decor-
ated with fruits and flowers of all kinds
and escorted by boats and a great dis-
playing of fire works. When they ar-
rive at Bangkok the raft is met by the

| king himself and he names the animal

| na contersthe ite of nability on tum
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by which be is afterwards called. The
elephant is given a special compart-
ment and his name posted over the
doorway. There are from ten to twelve
neople detailed to attend to and guard
him. ‘

Now I will describe the Siamee to
you. The true Siamwee is a short,
stocky man, dark brown in colox, when
he works in the open air, but almost
as light as the Mongolian when belong-
ing to the higher class. They have
dark brown, almost black eyes, and
short stiff black hair. They crop their
hair, both women and men, very close.
Their hair is the only protection they
havye for their heade from the hot sun.
They have a very good disposition but
they are very timid and never think of
the future. They learn their babies to
swim when they are quite young, they
tie a rope around the body and throw
him in the water, until he learns to
swim. The natives use the elephant
for clearing np land, such as moving
rocks, logs, etc. They soon wunder-
stand what they have to do for they
are yery apt In learning and will very
often do things to suit themselves by
their own judgement rather than to
obey the master’s command, and after-
wards the master sees that the elepbant
had the better judgment of the two.
They will not cross a bridge until they
test it.

Siam is a rich country and the soil
is very fertile. Gold, lead and copper
are found here. There have been
many precious stones found here also.
C. T. CURRIE.

The Only Woman Masen.

National Recorder.

There has been just one woman Ma-
son. She “peeked,” was caught in the
act and forthwith initiated as the one
means by which to keep her sgilent.
She was Lady Aidsworth.

An authentic portrait of her Lady-
ship hangs in the Masonic Temple in
New York among the rows of bearded
men who have won Masonic distine-
tion. She was painted in the very act
of laying her hand upon the “booke”
and swearing eternal loyalty to the Ma-
sonic vows. Lady Aldsworth’s brother,
who was the son of an Irish nobleman,
entertained his lodge on an evening
that is vaguely located in the last cen-
tury at his home. Domarite Castle.

His sister, who was not free from
the vice of her sex, crept to the corri-
dor outside the room where the meet-
ing was being held and watched the
ceremonies until she became so over-
come by the sense of her transgression
that, woman-like, she shrieked and,
fainted. This aroused the sentinsl,
who, In turn, summoned his brother
Masons. They deliberated until 3
o’clock in the morning, hesitating how
best to protect themselves. Then it
was declded to have gentle Lady Alds-
worth register the Masonlc vows. She
did so, and bscame the only woman
Mason who ever lived. Whether she
proved an efficient member has never
been recorded, but it 18 to be hoped
that the gallant Masons who initiated
her never had reason to regret their
step. '

Have you a Boy to Spare?

Selected.

The saloon must haye boys, says the
Presbyterian, or it must shut up shop.
Can’t you furnish it one? It isa great
factory, and unless it can get about
2,000,000 from each generation for raw
material, some of these factories must
close out, and theil operations must be
thrown on a cold world, and the public
revenue will dwindle. “Wanted—2,-
000,000 boys,” is the notice. One fam-
ily out of every hive must contribute a
boy to keep up the supply. Will you
help? Which of your boys will it be?
The Minotaur of Crete had to have a
trireme full of falr maidens each year ;
but the Minotaur of America demands
a city full of boys each year. Are you
a tather? Have you contributed a
boy? If not, some other family bas
had to give mo:e than 1ts share. Are
you not selfish, voting to keep the sa-
loon open to grind up boys: and then
'doing nothing to keep up the supply?

—_ - e ———.—— ——— ——

We live in a country of which the
principal scourge 1s stomach-trouble.

It is more wide-spread than any oth-
er disease, and very nearly, more dan-
gerous.

One thing that makes it so danger-
ous 1s that 1t is =0 little understood.

It it were better understood, 1t would
be more feared, more easily cuied, less
universal than it is now.

So, those who wish to be cured, take
Shaker Digestive Cordial, because it
goes to the root of the trouble as no
other medicine does. The pure, harm-
less, curative herbsand plants, of which
it 1# composed, are what render it so
certain and, at the same time, s0 gen-
tle a cure. It helps and strengthens
the stomach, purifies and tones up the

Sold by druggists, price 10 cents 10

NO. 88.

SAVE MONEY.
NOW AND THEN A LITTLE.

A Home Instead of a Cigar.

Temperance Advocate.

“In early life,” sald a New York mer-
chant, “I smoked six cigars a day, at
six and a halt cents each ; they averag-
ed that. I thought to myself one day,
I’ll just put aside all the money I am
consuming in ecigars, and all I would
consume if I wenton in this habit, and
I will see what it will come to by com-
pound interest. Last July completed
thirty-nine years since, by the grace of
God, I was emancipated from the filthy
habit, and the savings amounted to the
enormous sum of $29,102.03 by com-
pound interest.

“We lived in the city ; but the child- |

ren, who had learned something of the
country hfe from their annual visit to
their grand-parents, longed for the
home of the green fields. I noticed a
very pleasant place in the country for
sale. The cigar money now came in
requisition, and I found that it was
large enough to purchase the place and
1t is mine.

“I wish all the boys could see how
my children enjoy the home, as they
watch the boats and steam launches
which course the river. Now, boys,
you take your choice—smoking with-
out a home, or home without smok-
ng.”

Some years ago, a gentleman wko
did not drink or smoke, one day said to
his wife, “I think I wall give you each
month the amount of money I would
spend in smoking and drinking. How
much would 1t be?” They calculated
the sum. One friend whom they knew
spent about $25 per month, another
spent $100. and many, it was found,
spent sums between these two extremes.
It was agreed that he would spend
probably $50, and this sum was regu-
larly set aside by~ him for his wife, to
consist of a fund for the education of
their children. Once or twice every

 year he would contribute $100 to her

fund instead of getting drunk. When
the fund had reached comfortable pro-
portions, it was invested ; some of 1t
was placed at interest. Once the hus-
band, being in a close place, borrowed
the money, paying interest for it. The
children growing up, were sent to
school from it. Many charitable acts
were also performed with the money,
but still it grew. Later they remov d
to Taccoma, and made several fortunate
real estate investments with the money.

Not long ago the woman died, and hef |

estate, accumulating in this way during
eighteen years, was found to be $30,000.
All this grew out of the father’s self
denial in estimating what he would
have spent had he been a drinker and
a smoker, and inyesting it in the way
many men are continually wasting
their substance upon drink and tobac-
co, who might thus provide for their
children’s education, and do gond In
other ways, with money which is now
worse than wasted.

-

Your Boy Won't Live a Month.

So Mr. Gilman Brown, of 34 Mill 8t.
South Gardner Mass., was told by the
doctors. His son had Lung trouble,
following Typhoid Malaria, and he
spent three hundred and seventy-five
dollars with doctors, who fina[ly gave
him up, saying : “Your boy won’t live
a month.” He tried Dr. King’s New
Discovery and a few bottles restored
him to health and enabled him to go
to work a perfectly well man. Hesafs
he owes his present good health to ure
of Dr. King’s New Discovery, and
knows it to be the best in t he world for

Lung trouble. Trial Boottles Free at
E. T. Whitehead & Co.’s Drug Store.

B. (. CARLISLE,

Gabinet Maker
nd Undertaker.

FURNITURE OF ALL KINDS.

Upholstering and General Repairing.

A FULL LINEof METALLIC, WAL-
NUT AND POPLAR CASKETS.

also Cheap Coffins of All Sizes.
96 6m TARBORO, N. C.

IF YOU ARE HUSTLER
YOU. WiLL
—ADVERIISE—
YOUR
Business.
BExD YOUr ADVERTISEMENT IN Now.

THAT CLASS OF READERS
THAT YOU

Wish your Advertisement

TO REACH

is the class who read this paper. g
D e —— e ———— o __ -]
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itch on human aad horses ana all
animals cured in 30 minutes by Wool-
ford’s Sanitary Lotion. This never
fails. Sold by E. T. Whitehead & Co.
Druggist, Scotland Neck N. C.
11 4 92 1y.

English Bpavin  Liniment removes
all Hard, or Calloused Lumps and
and Clemishes from horses. Blood
Spavin Surbs, Splints, Sweeney, Ring
worm tifies, Sprains, andé BSwollen
Through, Conghs, Ete. Save 50 .h{
use of one bottle. Warra~ted
most wondrful Blemism Cure ever
known. Sold bo E. T. Whitehead &
(i}gi I;rnggista, Scotland Neck, N. C.

. V.

FOR OVER FIFTY YEARS

AN OLD AND WELL-TRIED REMEDY
Mrs. Winslow’s Soothing Syrup has
been used for over fifty years by mil-
lions of mothers for their children
while teething, with perfect success, It
soothes the child, softens the gums,
allays all pain curss wind colie, and ie
the best remedy for Diarrheea. Ie
pleasant to the taste. Sold by Drug-
gists in every part of the World.
Twenty five cents a bottle. Its value
is incalculable. Begure and ask for Mra.
Winslow’s S8oothing Syrup, and take
no other kind. (R) 926 1y

WANTED—A gentleman o stand-
ing to represent Combined Contract
cnmprining two of the ia imvest-
ment and life 1ncanoe coanpanies in

America. "Addres: Thos, 4P hampes
lin, Sup’t. Frest Floor (itoone- 12 10 18)
MeGill Building, Wa=hingtoe, 1, €
el e

RELIEF IN SIX HOURS

Distressing Kidney and Bladder dis-
eases relieved 1n six hours by the “New
GREAT BSourH AMEkicaNx  Kipsey
Cure.” This new remedy 1¢ a grout
surprise on account of its exceeding
promptness in relieving pain in the
bladder, kidneys, back and every part
of the urinary passuges in male or fe-
male. It relieves retention of water
and pain iv passing it almost immedi-
ately. If you wunt quick rehief and
cure this is your remedy.

Sold by E. T. Whitehead and Co.,
Druggista. Seotland Neck, N. C.

|

Designs sent to any address FREF. In
wrniting for them please give age of de-
ceased and some limit as to price. All
work warranted strictly first-clars and

entirely satisfactory. 311y

Work Delivered at Any Tepot.

MENTION THIS PAPER.

NGEND JESK LA,

Office Furniture.

OFFICE,
14 South Eighth Street,

Richmond, 1ud.

912 1y.,

S R ALLEY,

PHOTOGRAPHER

-

B i

Tarhoro, N. C.
NEW STUDIO

OXN PR

<1

i |

L& wWILL BE GLAD TO HAVE
ALL MY FRIENDS AND PAT-
RONS CALL AND SEE ME.

Reasonable Prices
AND




